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What about France?



3Higher education in France

France welcomes more 
international students 
than any country except 
the US, UK and Australia.

International student mobility

4,300,000
Internationally mobile students in 2014 

310,000
International students have chosen France



4Higher education in France

⬥ 2.6 million students enrolled in higher 
education institutions and programs 
in France (2016–2017)

⬥ 310 000 international students 
(12.1%) 
➔ up 90% from 1998

Student mobility in France

Circles are 
proportional to 
the number of 
students 
represented. / 
20146 figures. 



Excellent programs 
in all fields and at all 
levels1

Affordable tuition fee2
Access to the same 
benefits3

Programmes taught in English4

The high quality of 
life5

5 good reasons to study in France
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Tuition and fees for major national diplomas 
at public institutions in 2017–2018

Category/
level

Name of diploma Yearly tuition

LICENCE 
(bachelor)

• University technical diploma 
(DUT)
• Licence (bachelor)
• Licence professionnelle 
(professionally oriented bachelor)

€184

ENGINEERING • Engineer 
(Master-level professional qualification)

€610

Source : MENESR 2016

Tuition in private 
institutions is higher, 

ranging from
€1,500 to €30,000 annually

⬥ Tuition costs in French public institutions are among the lowest in 
the world.

⬥ All students, French and foreign, benefit from an indirect tuition 
subsidy averaging €14,000 per year
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Welfare and benefits

● Housing subsidies

● Social Security : only 211 € (1 815 HKD) / year (Reimburse 

60 % of medical expenses)

Optional medical insurance: around 63€ (540 HKD) / year 

(reimburse the remaining 40 % of medical expenses)

● Student reduction for movies, theatre, public transport, 

university canteen etc. 

● Legal right to work part-time (964h / year, 

SMIC: 9,67 €)

Foreign students are eligible to the 
SAME

benefits as French students
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What if I do not speak French?
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Do I need to speak French?

Do I need to speak French to study in France?

No
Except if you study a program taught in French.

No
But it’s highly recommended to know few words 

Do I need to speak French to live in France?
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The high quality of life



12The program searching engines by Campus France
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Programs taught in English

Higher education in France

⬥ The number of courses and programs taught partly or entirely
in English is expanding at all levels.

⬥ 1,300 educational programs were taught in English as of
June 2017
✓ 99 at the Licence level
✓ 1018 at the Master level
✓ 566 recognized national diplomas

⬥ The online catalogue of programs taught in English
✓ Program descriptions
✓ Admission requirements and procedures
✓ Status and accreditation diploma
✓ Language level
✓ Program costs
✓ Linked courses in French language
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Financing
Higher education in France

Grants and scholarships are available from a variety of sources:

◆The French government
◆France’s departments and regions
◆Erasmus, international institutions, and foreign governments
◆Corporations, foundations, and other organizations

Campus Bourses is an online catalogue of grant and scholarship 
programs

◆A database searchable by country, academic level, nationality, and 
type of financing

◆Program descriptions: eligibility criteria, application procedures, 
contact information
◆Compiled in 3 languages: French, English, Spanish

◆98 - 219 scholarships
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Financing
Higher education in France
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Institutions of higher education

Higher education in France

3,500 public and private institutions

25 Clusters of universities and other institutions

73 Universities (all public) and equivalent institutions (public
and private) enrolling 1.5 million students (62% of
postsecondary enrollments)

270Doctoral departments

227 Schools of engineering authorized to award the professional
title of engineer (25% university-based)

220 Schools of business and management
(90 conferring state-accredited diplomas)

50 Postsecondary schools of art

22 Schools of architecture

3,000 Other private schools and institutes
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Degrees and the European LMD system

Higher education in France

License = 6 semesters = 180 ECTS credits (French baccalauréat or 
equivalent + 3 years)
Master = 10 semesters = 300 ECTS credits (French baccalauréat or 
equivalent + 5 years)
Doctorate = 16 semesters (French baccalauréat or equivalent + 8 years)
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Universities

◆ France’s universities are publicly funded and
located in every region of the country.

◆ The universities confer (i) national diplomas (Licence, Master,
Doctorate) that have the same academic value regardless of
where they are awarded, and (ii) other diplomas that are specific to
the university that confers them.

◆ Enrollment in the first year is open to all students holding
a French baccalauréat or equivalent diploma signifying completion
of secondary study.

◆ University programs are available in all domains of teaching
and research (sciences, letters, languages, arts, humanities, health,
athletics, and more).

◆ The universities enroll 219,939 international students (73.6% of all
international students in France).
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The Grandes Écoles

Higher education in France

⬥ Some of the Grandes Écoles are public; some are private.
They include schools of engineering, the venerable écoles
normales supérieures (ENS), institutes of political science (IEP),
schools of business and management, veterinary schools, and
other specialized schools.

⬥ They offer professional education of a very high caliber.
⬥ Admission is highly selective.
⬥ Grandes Écoles recognized by the French government grant

diplomas from the baccalauréat to the graduate (5-year) level.
Some confer diplomas officially recognized as the equivalent of
the Master.

⬥ The Grandes Écoles charge tuition that is higher than that of the
universities.

⬥ Many courses and some entire programs are taught in
English.

⬥ In 2015, France’s Grandes Écoles enrolled 58,022 international
students (2015).
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Focus on management programs

⬥Training in management remains a strong point of French
higher education.
✓24 French schools were among the Financial Times’ top-ranked Masters of
Management in 2017.
✓The top MBA is French (INSEAD)

(Financial Times 2017 ranking)
✓14 French institutions hold triple accreditation (AACSB, AMBA, EFMD), an
accomplishment unique in Europe
⬥Programs in the Grandes Écoles
✓Programs are offered at various levels.
✓Institutional quality is reflected in objective criteria.
✓Most schools are private.
⬥University-based programs
✓Programs tend to be research-oriented.
✓University-based schools of management are known as IAEs (institutes of
business administration)
⬥Some 20 schools that confer the title of engineer offer
specializations in management.



26Masters in Finance Pre-experience 2017
Financial Times ranking in 2016
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◆ The higher schools of art overseen by the Ministry of Culture
and Communication
✓ Almost 50 public postsecondary schools of art and design with a

national or regional mandate

✓ Programs in art, design, communication at 3 levels: undergraduate (3
years) and master’s level (3+2 years) degrees and some post-master
offerings)

◆ The higher schools of applied arts overseen by the Ministry
of National Education, Higher Education, and Research

✓ 4 renowned public schools: Boulle, Estienne, Duperré, Olivier de
Serres

✓ National diplomas (2 and 4 years) in highly specialized areas: graphic
design; spatial design; fashion, textiles and environment; art-related
products, services, and occupations

◆ Useful links
✓ List of public higher schools of art: www.andea.fr
✓ Campus Art French art schools platform for international 

students: www.campusart.org/

Public postsecondary schools of art and 

applied arts

Higher education in France

http://www.andea.fr/
http://www.campusart.org/
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Short programs and French language courses 

⬥ Catalogue of short academic programs and
cultural and language courses

✓ A catalogue of more than 300 short stays with information

on French-language learning and related cultural outings

(food and wine, tourism, and more)

✓ Courses in French as a foreign language

✓ Winter and summer academic courses

✓ An interactive map of France’s regions searchable by field

of study and level of French proficiency
www.coursdete.campusfrance.org

http://www.coursdete.campusfrance.org/
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Levels in French language required for 
admission to postsecondary programs

Higher education in France

⬥ As long as the HKDSE result satisfies the entry 
requirement of the local universities, students 
can apply for French university.

⬥ Levels of proficiency needed to study in France

✓ Level B2 of the CEFR is required to enroll in 
the first year of postsecondary study.

✓ A higher level (C1 or C2) may be required 
by some institutions for certain fields of 
study.
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Minimum 
hours of study 
(approximate)

Proficient 
user

DALF C2 Level 6 varies
DALF C1 Level 5 700 hrs

Independent 
user

DELF B2 Level 4 500 hrs
DELF B1 Level 3 330 hrs

Basic 
user

DELF A2 Level 2 180 hrs
DELF A1 Level 1 50 hrs

Written questions
Valid for life Multiple-choice questions

Valid for 2 years only



34Application procedures – Demande d’admission préalable 



35Master’s level
Fall 2016

More Information:

◆Website: 
http://www.hongkong.campusfrance.org/en
https://www.campusfrance.org/en

◆E-mail: 
campusfrance@consulfrance-hongkong.org

http://www.hongkong.campusfrance.org/en
https://www.campusfrance.org/en
mailto:campusfrance@consulfrance-hongkong.org


www.hongkong.campusfrance.or
g

www.consulfrance-hongkong.org

Oscar CHAN

Head of Campus France 
Campus France Hong Kong & Macau Office

campusfrance@consulfrance-
hongkong.org


