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Basic Facts

• Population: approx. 82.2 million,

incl. 20% with migrant background

• Geographical location:Central Europe

• Climate: temperate, between 

Mediterranean and continental

Germany
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• Capital City: Berlin

• 16 Federal States

• Beautiful Landscapes

• Safe Environment
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Christiane Nüsslein-Volhard

Albert Einstein

J.W. von Goethe

Beethoven

Sibyla M. Merian

Famous German 
people

Sarah Connor

Herta Müller 

Angela Merkel
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Good reasons for studying in Germany 

■ Excellent academic quality – high reputation worldwide

■ A large variety of programs and majors

■ An extensive cultural life and intercultural atmosphere

■ After graduation, you will have 18 months of time to find a job

■ Generally no study fees
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The current German Degree System at a glance

• Bachelor's Degree (3 and 4-year 
programmes)

• Master's Degree (1; 1,5 and 2-year 
programmes)

• BA/BSc and MA/MSc consecutive 5 
years

• PhD Degree (3 to 5 years, structured 
programme or individual doctorate)

• State Exams for the medical and legal 
professions
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Goethe-Institut Hong Kong 28. May 2020
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Goethe-Institut Hong Kong 28. May 2020
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Types of Higher Education Institutions

• Universities (including Technical Universities)

• Universities of Applied Sciences (Fachhochschulen)

• Music, Art and Film Colleges or Academies

• Colleges of Public Administration

• Colleges of Theology

• Colleges of Education
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Universities

• Total number: 107

• Focus on theoretical knowledge

• Compulsory courses, but also many electives

• Research oriented, a research-based final thesis

• Sometimes very large institutions with up to 50,000 students

Universities

Total number: 107

Focus on theoretical knowledge

Compulsory courses, but also many electives

Research oriented, a research-based final thesis

Sometimes very large institutions with up to 50,000 students
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Universities of Applied Sciences

Fachhochschule  / Hochschule für Angewandte Wissenschaften

應⽤科學⼤學 (應⽤科技⼤學)
Total number: 213

Focus practical application and strong links to the corporate world

Set course groups, stronger student-professor relationship

Degrees available: Bachelor's, Master's

Often smaller regional universities
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Music, Art and Film Colleges

Total number: 52

Focus on practical application

Admission often based on portfolios and aptitude tests

Artistic subjects such as design, graphics, music, camera work

Very international student population

Degrees available: Bachelor's, Master's, State Exam, PhD

HK Dresden Hochschule für Bildende Künste | HfB

https://www.hfbk-dresden.de/
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Private Universities Important: check for state accreditation!

Total number: 126

Primarily universities of applied sciences

Programmes mostly in business administration, etc.

Small classes, and state-of-the-art technology

Close ties to industry

A significant international dimension

Degrees available: Bachelor's, Master's, occasionally PhD

Sometimes high tuition fees
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Foreign Nationals Studying in Germany in 2017

• Germany has more than 2.8 million students in total, 12.8% of them from 

abroad (appr. 360,000), figures rising.

• Most of these foreign students come from China, Eastern Europe or 

Western Europe.

• Academic Year 2018/2019 students from Hong Kong: 

Bachlor students 47, Master students 123; 

PhD Students 24
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International Programmes

• 1,900 International Programmes at all levels across Germany

• Bachelor's, Master's or structured PhD programmes

• Internationally recognised degrees

• Courses usually taught in English

• No need to show proof of any German language skills

• Intensive support for international students 

• A database of International Programmes is available here: 

www.daad.de/international-programmes 
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Goethe-Institut Hong Kong 28. May 2020
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Goethe-Institut Hong Kong 28. May 2020
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Goethe-Institut Hong Kong 28. May 2020
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Goethe-Institut Hong Kong 28. May 2020
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Goethe-Institut Hong Kong 28. May 2020
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Goethe-Institut Hong Kong 28. May 2020
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Working while Studying

• Many students supplement parental support, student 

loans or scholarships with a part-time job.

• Non-EU citizens who do not have work permits may work 

for 120 full days or 240 half-days – more if they have jobs 

as student or graduate assistants. 

• Whatever jobs they have need to be reported to the 

foreigners authority.
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How to apply
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Goethe-Institut Hong Kong 28. May 2020
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Scholarships
• The German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD): the world's 

largest scholarship organisation
• The Alexander von Humboldt Foundation (AvH): 

scholarships for highly qualified scientists and researchers
• Political foundations
• Foundations with business ties
• Federal states
• Social organisations and churches
• Research institutions (Max Planck et al.)
• Student organisations
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Doctoral Studies and Research

www.research-in-germany.org
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• Studying in Germany, degree programmes, scholarships:
www.study-in.de

• Institutions, degree programmes, contact details:
www.hochschulkompass.de

• Individual institutions' international offices:
www.daad.de/aaa

• Database of scholarships:
www.funding-guide.de

• International Programmes:
www.daad.de/international-programmes

• Summer courses (preparatory language courses and others):
• www.daad.de/sommerkurse

Social, financial and organisational matters:
www.international-students.de

http://www.study-in.de/
http://www.hochschulkompass.de/
http://www.daad.de/aaa
http://www.funding-guide.de/
http://www.daad.de/international-programmes
http://www.daad.de/sommerkurse
http://www.international-students.de/
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Vielen Dank und
Herzlich Willkommen

in Deutschland!


