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Hong Kong Association of Careers Masters and Guidance Masters

Response to Local Students' Enrollment in Overseas Institutions Based on DSE Results

January 30, 2024

In order to create space for students and accommodate their diversity, the Education Bureau implemented
optimization measures for the four core subjects of senior secondary education in the 2021/22 academic year while
its assessment mechanism for the Hong Kong Diploma of Secondary Education (HKDSE 2024) is implemented by

the Hong Kong Examinations and Assessment Authority.

Recently, there is hearsay suggesting that many universities around the world no longer recognize the HKDSE as a
qualification for Hong Kong students' enrollment, which has raised concerns among the public, especially students
and parents. As a professional teachers' organization that supports career guidance and planning for local
secondary school students, Hong Kong Association of Careers Masters and Guidance Masters (HKACMGM)

would like to make the following response to this situation:

1. Based on the experience of frontline career guidance teachers, when students apply to overseas universities or
institutions, including globally renowned higher education institutions, they are required to submit "predicted
HKDSE levels" provided by their school teachers. This prediction is also an important reference for
universities/colleges to assess applicants. For example, universities in the UK often offer "conditional offers"
based on predicted grades. As long as the students' actual HKDSE results meet the conditions (including the
required levels in specific subjects) when the results are released in July, they can confirm their admission and
study abroad. To date, there have been no cases where HKDSE results were not accepted as a recognized
qualification when applying to foreign universities. Based on the actual experience of career guidance
personnel and applicants, overseas institutions have a good understanding of HKDSE standards, and there

have been no issues of "non-recognition."

2. Individual overseas institutions and admission systems may require additional academic qualifications or
additional assessments for applicants in specific disciplines. Overseas universities generally require
additional reference for English proficiency (such as IELTS or TOEFL scores) from foreign candidates.
However, HKDSE results and the "predicted HKDSE levels" provided by schools have always been

considered as key items in the application documents.

3. As far as our understanding goes, the Hong Kong Examinations and Assessment Authority sends
questionnaires to overseas institutions to collect updated basic admission requirements. The authority will
also continuously update and revise the information on the "Recognition of HKDSE Qualifications" webpage

in a standardized format. Currently, there are official website links on the authority's website that provide



general admission requirements for over 300 non-local higher education institutions that accept HKDSE
qualifications. It is reasonable that some individual institutions are yet to update their information timely but
it should not be misinterpreted as the so-called "non-recognition" of HKDSE qualifications. The latter may
even be misleading and cause unnecessary concerns. The public should stay cautious. . As admission
requirements vary among different institutions worldwide, students and parents should directly inquire with
the institutions they intend to apply to for detailed information. However, the Association would also urge the
Education Bureau and the Examination and Assessment Authority to proactively follow up with and update
information for overseas institutions and communicate more with the public to avoid unnecessary

misunderstandings.

The new senior secondary curriculum is the mainstream education system in Hong Kong. In recent years, despite a
decrease in the number of secondary school students in Hong Kong, there are still over 50,000 candidates taking
the HKDSE. Their results serve as an important qualification for most local students to enter the next stage of their
lives (local higher education, overseas higher education, employment, etc.). Any biased comments and false
reports regarding the recognition of HKDSE qualifications will have an impact and cause panic among students

and their parents.

For young people, continuing their studies or entering the workforce after secondary school graduation is an
important milestone of life. Career guidance practitioners would do their best to support students by providing

impartial information on further education and employment.

Studying abroad is just one of the many possibilities for the next stage of life, and there is no correct or incorrect
choice. Students and parents need to take into account various factors. Apart from meeting the admission
requirements of relevant institutions, they should also consider their personal characteristics (such as
independence and self-management), language (foreign language) proficiency, family financial conditions, and
the recognition of their qualifications (academic and professional) after completing their degree. It is hoped that

students will engage in serious and thorough thinking when considering studying abroad.

Dr. Ho Yuk-fan Esther

Chairperson of Hong Kong Association of Careers Masters and Guidance Masters



