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WHAT IS UCAS
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WHAT IS UCAS

• The UK’s shared admissions service for UG 
Higher Education

• An independent, not-for profit organisation

• 380+ members that provide higher education 
(140 of these members recruit international 
students)

• Support 750,000 applicants annually, with 
around 1 in 5 from overseas

• More than 7,000 Registered Centres, almost 
half of these outside the UK

• Provides impartial, transparent information on 
UK university and college admission

• Does not make admission decisions

Public
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BENEFITS OF USING UCAS
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Free resources 
for you and your 

students
Trusted experts

Dedicated 
support team

Save time (up to 
5 applications in 

one)

Fair and 
transparent 
decisions
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A way to have full 
oversight of your 

applications

A way to access 
enhanced training 
and professional 

development

A way to see 
reports on your 
students, and 

their applications 

Completely free!

WHAT IS A UCAS REGISTERED CENTRE

Become a UCAS Registered Centre

https://www.ucas.com/corporate/eu-and-international-schoolscentres
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RESEARCH AND THE UCAS 
HUB
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BEST FIT
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• Course content and 
learning style

• Entry requirements
• Assessment style

• Rankings
• Career prospects

• Location
• Accommodation
• Social activities

• Costs
• Available funding 

(scholarships)
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SUBJECT GUIDES
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https://www.ucas.com/explore/search/subject-guides?query=
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SUBJECT TASTERS ON THE HUB

Public
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LOCATION GUIDES
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https://www.ucas.com/explore/search/location-guides?query=
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PODCASTS
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Available on:

• Amazon Music

• Apple

• Audible

• Deezer

• Jiosaavn

• Spotify

• YouTube

https://www.ucas.com/international/international-students/the-ucas-international-podcast
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SCHOLARSHIPS SEARCH TOOL
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https://www.ucas.com/explore/search/scholarships-and-bursaries?query=
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TALK TO A REAL STUDENT
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https://www.ucas.com/explore/search/unibuddy?query=
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DATES, DEADLINES & THE 
APPLICATION PROCESS
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KEY DATES 2027 ENTRY
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UCAS search 
displays courses

28 April 2026

Adviser Portal 
opens for 
Registered 
Centres.

5 May 

UCAS application 
opens for 2026 
entry

12 May 

First day we can 
receive a 
completed 
application

1 September

Deadline for 
courses in 
medicine, veterinary 
medicine/science, 
dentistry, and 
courses at Oxford 
or Cambridge

15 October 
2026*

UCAS equal 
consideration date

13 January 
2027*

UCAS Extra 
opens

25 February

Last date to send 
an application

30 June

Early July

Clearing

 opens

* 18.00 UK time 

TIP: Many courses, especially those with October deadlines will 
need admissions/additional tests. We recommend starting 

researching this with your student early!
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COMPLETING THE UCAS APPLICATION
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DISCOVERY

Students register for a 
UCAS Hub account to 

carry out research

APPLICATION

Complete all sections 
of the application

REVIEW

An adviser 
reviews the 

application and adds 
a reference and 

predicted grades

SEND

Applications are sent 
to UCAS

DECISIONS

Universities and 
colleges make their 

decisions on an 
application.

TIP: Remember to set your own internal deadlines
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FACTORS FOR SUCCESS

Public

UCAS 
APPLICATION 

Effective research

Considered choices

A focused personal statement

Meeting deadlines – submitting, replying to offers 

Some preparation of ‘plan B’ 
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THE APPLICATION FORM



20

THE APPLICATION
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TOP TIP

Spread the five choices 
across a range of entry 

requirements.



21

APPLICATION FORM OVERVIEW
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COMPLETING SECTIONS

Sections will show one of three 
options

Green - ‘Section complete’

Blue – ‘Section in progress’

White – ‘Section not started’
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PERSONAL DETAILS
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TOP TIP

Make sure the name 
matches the legal ID 

documents and the one 
on the qualification.
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NATIONALITY
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If a student does not 
have UK nationality 
they will be asked 

additional questions 
about their 

immigration and visa 
history.

List all nationalities as 
this informs their fee 

status, language 
requirements and need 

for a visa.



24

WHERE YOU LIVE
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TOP TIP

When completing 
residential history, 

make sure to say why 
the student was living 

there.
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CONTACT DETAILS
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TOP TIP

If the applicant would 
like a family member, 
teacher or somebody 
else to speak to UCAS 

on their behalf, include 
their details here.

Make sure the 
applicant will still have 

access to the email 
after graduation.
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FINANCE AND FUNDING
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TOP TIP

This section is not 
legally binding!
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MORE ABOUT YOU
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TOP TIP

This section does not 
inform decision 

making, it is used to 
ensure appropriate 

support is in place for 
student success.
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APPLICATION FORM OVERVIEW
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Education section is 
where most errors are 

made.

The personal statement 
is the section that takes 

the longest.
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EDUCATION SECTION
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TOP TIP

List all qualifications, 
including those they 

haven’t yet completed.

Make sure the exam 
board and syllabus is 

correct.

If in doubt speak to the 
school exams officer.
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EMPLOYMENT SECTION
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TOP TIP

This is for paid 
employment – 

volunteering can be 
mentioned in the 

personal statement.
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DOCUMENT UPLOADS – KEY FACTS

1

2

3

4

5

6

Public

Available from May 2026 for all 
applicants to 2027 cycle

Your advice to students does not change 

Optional – this is supplementary to 
further support the application

Maximum of 30 documents per 
application (file size max 5MB)

• Change of Name

• Qualifications including language tests

• Visas and passports

UCAS has restricted access to the 
documents and will delete uploaded 
documents at the End of Cycle

https://www.ucas.com/uploading-documents?hash=ZaUTJGsCYJK7sLKKQKxFXyE2rtdyTjfKA5agXNfU0ng
https://www.ucas.com/uploading-documents?hash=ZaUTJGsCYJK7sLKKQKxFXyE2rtdyTjfKA5agXNfU0ng
https://www.ucas.com/uploading-documents?hash=ZaUTJGsCYJK7sLKKQKxFXyE2rtdyTjfKA5agXNfU0ng
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ADMISSIONS TESTS
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TOP TIP

If the applicant 
registered for the test 
but hasn’t got results 
yet, they can add it in 
the education section 

and mark grade as 
‘pending’ 

They should then send 
the results to the 

provider once received
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THE PERSONAL STATEMENT
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STARTING EARLY
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Work experience/online courses 

Competitions, challenges and blogs

TED Talks, podcasts and vlogs

Articles, books, designers or influencers  

Events, subject tasters and clubs   

Evidence
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THE NEW FORMAT
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https://www.ucas.com/advisers/help-and-training/toolkits/personal-statement-toolkit
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Why do you 
want to study 
this course or 
subject?

1

How have your 
qualifications 
and studies 
helped you to 
prepare for this 
course or 
subject?

2

What else have 
you done to 
prepare outside 
of education, and 
why are these 
experiences 
useful?

3

QUESTIONS

Public
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THINK FAR AND WIDE
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Webinars Blogs & Vlogs
Positions of 

responsibility Research 
projects

Mentoring

Virtual Work 
Experience

(VWE)
Documentary Awards Books Tutoring

Articles Podcasts Challenges Trips/visits Online 
courses

Clubs TED Talks
Life 

experiences Olympiads Competitions
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POINT

EVIDENCE

EXPLAIN

LINK
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SIMILARITY DETECTION AND AI
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• Personal statements are checked against:

• A library of personal statements previously 
submitted to UCAS

• Sample statements collected from a variety of 
websites

• Other sources, including paper publications

See our fraud and similarity information

See our AI guidance

https://www.ucas.com/applying/applying-to-university/writing-your-personal-statement/fraud-and-similarity
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REFERENCES AND PREDICTED 
GRADES
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All references must be written in English

There is no formatting possible within the reference e.g. bullet points, 
underlining

The focus should be on short factual sentences

1

2

3

REFERENCE FORMATTING

Public
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REFERENCES

Linked to a Registered 
Centre?

Centre to complete reference 
in the adviser portal

Independent Applicants

Enter the details of a referee, 
and they will receive the 

request via email.
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REFERENCES
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Section 2 (RC & INDEPENDENT) : If 
applicable, enter any information about 
extenuating circumstances which may 
have impacted the applicant's education 
and achievement.

Section 3 (RC & INDEPENDENT) : Outline 
other supportive information specific to 
the applicant and relevant to the course(s) 
applied for that you think 
universities/colleges should be aware of.

Section 1 (INDEPENDENT) : Provide an 
overview of your relationship with the 
applicant (mandatory). 

Section 1 (REGISTERED CENTRE): Enter 
a general statement about your 
school/college or centre (mandatory).
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PREDICTED GRADES

1

2

3

4

5

6

Public

Entered for all pending qualifications Data driven

Determined by professional 
judgement

Finalised by point of submission

Aspirational but achievable Guidance here
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ADVISER RESOURCES
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ADVISER GUIDE
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https://www.ucas.com/advisers/help-and-training/toolkits/2027-cycle-toolkit#:~:text=guardians%2C%20and%20carers.-,Adviser%20Guide,-The%20essential%20guide
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QUALIFICATIONS GUIDE

Public

https://www.ucas.com/advisers/help-and-training/guides-resources-and-training/international-advisers/qualifications-advice-for-international-advisers#:~:text=Inputting%20international%20qualifications
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GUIDE FOR PARENTS

Public

https://www.ucas.com/discover/advice-for-parents-guardians-and-carers/parent-guardian-and-carer-guide#:~:text=2026%20(12.82%20MB)-,2027%20guide,-Download%20Parent%2C%20Guardian
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ONLINE RESOURCES

1

2

3

4

5

6

Public

Adviser lives (also available on 
online playback)

Conferences and webinars

Adviser newsletters Dedicated adviser help team

Dedicated international adviser 
webpages

Free online learning for 
Registered Centres

https://www.ucas.com/advisers/news/adviser-lives
https://www.ucas.com/forms/sign-adviser-updates
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/help-and-training/guides-resources-and-training/international-advisers
https://pdp.ucas.com/
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QUESTIONS

b.horsley@ucas.ac.uk
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