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‘DO NOT WRITE

INSTEAD WRITING

| am captain of the basketball team

Being the captain of the basketball team means that ...

| enjoy studying mathematics

Having enjoyed studying Mathematics...

| am studying elective subjects in
HKDSE including...

My HKDSE elective subjects have been relevant to...

| enjoy voluntary work

Engaging in voluntary work is important to me because...

| have taken partin ...

Taking part in “X” has enabled me...

| have gained a number of skills

The opportunity to ... has helped to further my... skills
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The grievances of citizens towards the recent govemment budget introduced by onr
Einancial Secretary John Tang Chun-wah has revealed a lot of social problems. T
have mixed feelings as T was once in the underprivileged group in society) and received
assistance from social workers. Being inspired by two important persons inmy) secondary
school life, T determine to study an area to prepare myself to work for and with people.

The first one s Mr Chun who works in Boys and Girls Clubs Association BACA). He
invited me to participate in the voluntary work in his centre inmy form 3. At that time
T was chosen to play a musical instrument in the band of the centre. Tarticipating in
the band enabled me to understand myself more and made me leam correct attitude
towards plaging music and study. The band in BGCA was given a lot of chances
to participate in different competitions and performances for the needy. Terforming
experiences, (ke singing and playing the guitar to the sick children in hospital made
me feol cortented and great. T also deeply understand that ‘practice makes pertect’ as
our successful performance and success in competitions had to go through a series of
tough training, practising, rehearsals and also cooperation among team players. The
oxperience makes me understand that T have to pay effort and be serious o T want to
study well. Wloreover, T leam to be cooperative, patient and accept differences. T am
sure these are important qualities required to be a university student and a successful

person in the working world.

Another important person who influences me is my Mathematics teacher who is also
responsible for the school guitar club. His talent and enthusiasm in teaching, serious
attitude towards work, and sincere care to students make me understand that teaching
s a career which is not only to teach students knowledge, but can also influence
students thinking and even their entire life. T therefore determine to contribute myself
to teaching or a career relating to helping people in future.

(~340 words)
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From www.about.com:
Good Letters of Recommendation:

http://businessmajors.about.com/od/recommendationletter1/a/GoodRecLetters.htm

From www.education.com:
College Admissions:
http://www.education.com/topic/college-admissions/
College Essay Examples:
http://www.education.com/topic/college-essay-examples/#page1/
From UC Berkeley:
Characteristics of a Good Personal Essay:
http://students.berkeley.edu/apa/personalstatement/gettingstarted.html
From www.eduers.com:
Free Sample Personal Essays:
http://www.eduers.com/personalstatement/sample.htm

From www.ucas.ac.uk :
Useful Tips on Writing Personal Statements:
http://www.ucas.ac.uk/students/applying/howtoapply/personalstatement/
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